BRETHREN EVANGKELI8T. 


tu res the external environments ot man, it 
also sets forth his hopes and fears which 
arc the out croppings of his higher and 
better nature. If the Bible is a complex 
book, we do not overlook this fact, that 
the subject with which it deals is not less 
complex, or miscrocosmie. For man, ab- 
sorbing as we do, something of all our en- 
vironments, and through the faculties of 
faith and hope, in some un-ex^lainable 
manner we oftendrink frorn streams whose 
fountains are veiled in mystery. So that 
after all the Bible is not so mysterious, as 
are its readers. Mankind, with apperte- 
hent genius of mind and cunning of hand, 
comprise the world. And the Bible was 
given to save the world, hence we should 
expect to find in it something for every 
one, and something of every one ; their 
righteousness commended and their sins 
condemned. And this is the mystery of 
the Bible. 

Wonderful book. History of a won- 
derful people. A river whose fountain 
head was in the gardenof Éden, thecradle 
of the race. Its li fe giving wàters flow 
on through the ages, wielding in its course 
a power unique and splendid. 

There is nothing in all this world with- 
out a purpose ; true to thisrule, the Bible, 
as we might expect has amore divine pur- 
pose than all the other resources of the 
human mind. As all the rivers flow to 
the ocean, so to this mighty stream of 
spiritual life flowstoward the fountain from 
which it has its source. 

There are many great characters whose 
lives shine out through its pagès, but there 
is one, so different from them all, and yet 
so emninently human, so lofty, and yet so 
lowly, so powerful, and yet so tneek, that 
it was said of him, "that never man spaki 
like this man, "and we might also say.that 
never man lived like this man, for he gave 
his life for others, and never man prayed 
like this man, "not my will be done." He 
was the beginning, the fountain, the 
ocean of infinity ; life flowed out from 
him. Man with all his faculties, and 
powers, hopes and joys, ca me from him 
who said, "let us make man in our own 
image." And in the current of human 
activity, that wonderful love has followed 
the ever varying progress of the human 
race with saving grace, and inspiring 
power through the law and the prophets, 
tp the infinite truth. the life the way, inío 
Jesús, "the Alpha and the Omega. The 
loftiest conception of the heart. 

Wonderful book. History of man, 
providence of God. Food for the mind, 
hope for the soul, guide for the feet, sal- 
vat ton for the world. Teach it, preach it, 
sing it, a light to the soul, a guide to our 
earthly pilgrimage. 


LOOKIHO TO JESÚS. 

J. M. lniWSi AS. 

"Wben hè saw the wiad boistrons he was 
afraid," Matt. x\: 30. 

When Peter looked at Jesús he was not 
frightened by the waves, for he proposed 
of his own free choice that he be com- 
manded to walk out into the storm. 

Some good things for me, at least, have 
shown out of this incident, And espe- 
cially so when I gather up with it the 
other good things that it suggests, and 
appropriate their lessons and take in their 
assurance. Peter looked at Jesús and ivas 
not afraid. 

When the fig tree was dried up from its 
roots the disciples took no te of it and 
mentioned it to Jesús on the next day. 
With wonders happenmg before them dai- 
ly and often hourly, they still seemed un- 
able to grasp the greatness of God's pow- 
er to do what he might choose or see fit. 
They could not yet see in Jesús "all of 
the fulness of God." In reply to them 
he said, "Have faith in God." And then 
teaches them what power they may have 
by keeping their eye upon Him. We 
can't appropriate these promises when we 
think of the mighty things that they in- 
volve, but when we think of the "Mighty 
God" it seems much easier. And that is 
just the lesson Jesús meant to teach them 
in Mark n : 22-24. He strongly hints at 
the same truth in Luke 8 i 25, when they 
were in the tempest and much frightened. 
In reply to their expressions of fear he 
said, "Where is your faith ?" Is it in the 
boat? In the storm? In your own 
ability to weather the gale? "Where is 
your faith ?" 

When we look at the infinite power of 
God surely there is ground for confidence. 
He who is planning an undertaking gath- 
ers up all of his resources and then no 
matter what the difficulties and hindrances 
may be when he is sure that his resources 
are great enough to overcome them. He 
goes right on with his work and accom- 
plishes his purpose. It is not impossible 
to tunnel through a mountain of granite 
when the money, and men, and tools, and 
power and powder, and the purpose to do 
it are at hand. It is nothing to Peter to 
be sure that he can walk to Jesús on the 
storm-broken sea when he looks at him 
and thínks only of him. Peter could 
have this great faith without any warrant 
from Jesús, and proposed it himself. 
God's ability to do is not limited in any 
possible way. And surely whenhemakes 
promises and urges us to undertake work 
for him counting on his help we may 
wisely do it and then accoraplish the 
work too. Paul's life and work is a mar- 
vel to us, but not so much of a one when 


we hear him say "Christ liveth in me : 
and the life that I now live in the flesh I 
li ve by the faith of the Son of God, who 
loved me, and gave himself for me. " 
Gal. 3 : 20. So it is with the life and 
work of all men of God. "For it is God 
that worketh in you both to will and to 
do of his own good pleasure." Phil. 
2 : 13. 

"Wherefore didsl thou doubt t" "and 
make this failure and begin to sink ?" 
Looked at the storm and was frightened. 
The storm was not one bit worse when be 
swung down the side of the ship and the 
waves began to lash about him morè 
closely, than when he looked out from 
the deck at Christ and said, "Bid me 
corae unto thee on the wàter ;" but now 
he is taken up with the storm. Then he 
looked at the Son of God. Now he looks 
at the storm. It would have been all 
right if he hadn't looked at the difficulties 
and become frightened. How is it that 
so often we begin work in strong confi- 
dence and then weaken in it and then 
fail ? Sometimes we have begun without 
God in it at all, or without any bidding or 
word from God about it. Then often we 
undertake work with the full assurance 
that God will give his help. We have a 
clear vision of him and his will, and then 
after beginning, the difficulties multiply 
around us, and the storm rages, and the 
waves of hindrances roll at our feet, and 
we begin thinking of them and get fright- 
ened. Christian people are continually 
being frightened out of their wits and in- 
to failure and disgrace, because they are 
scared at difficulties when they ought to 
be holding on to God and payíng no heed 
to the things that they conclude are im- 
possible, and forgettíng about God and 
his promises. If we are doing the Lord's 
work then be assured that all the stornis 
that ever blew and all the waves that ever 
thundered upon the rocks and all the op- 
position that satan can possibly muster 
up and all the ten thousand discourage- 
ments that that many discouraged people 
can think of are just simply nothing. 
They don't deserve to be mentioned. 
Don't look at the waves, for you will 
surely be scared and lose your hohl upon 
God and sink. 

When we are sure that the Lord is with 
us to begin, then there can be no reason 
for turning back. When Peter was on 
deck the storm raged. When he reached 
the wàter the waves still rolled. The 
storm doesn't always become a calm as 
soon as we start for our work, but what 
of that? When Jehovah says so we can 
climb over the waves or wade through 
and come out on top. But we raust t?ke 
God at his word and go to work. We will 
surely be washed under and stranded if 


